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A. Ideas from Tan Huynh: EmpoweringELLs.com
1. Word Bank

The most important vocabulary words were identified and placed in a word bank. This supports spelling
of words, but still requires students to know the meaning of the words. An example of the word bank is
presented below the next strategy.

2. Synonyms

To prevent the test from becoming a reading assessment, provide synonyms to more challenging words
when possible. For example, change the original statement: “An organism that produces its own food by
using light energy” by keeping the original academic words (“organism” and “produces”) but provide a
synonym in parentheses. The synonym is there only if they need it.

3. Simple Sentence Structure

Simple sentence structure usually consists of a sentence that follows this pattern: noun + verb +
detail. There are no dependent clauses introducing the sentence, and there are no compound
sentences that add another level of complexity. For example, the original question was written as:
In Hawaii, there’s a very diverse population of colorful birds. Though these birds have no natural
predators, explain what would happen if domestic cats were introduced to the islands?
Notice how these sentences both have dependent clauses leading the independent clause. This
grammatical complexity creates the potential for the question to become a reading assessment instead
of a content-based assessment. Use the noun + verb + detail formula to create sentences with more
simple sentence structures. Modified example: Hawaii has a very diverse population of colorful birds.
These birds do not have natural predators. Explain the potential impact of the introduction of domestic
cats on these populations.

4. Sentence Stems

Provide sentence stems to help ELs formulate their ideas more effectively. Sentence stems do not
provide the answer; they simply support ELs in producing writing that follows an academic
structure. Jane Echevarria, founder of the Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP) model,
recommends offering sentence stems that are increasingly more difficult so that ELs continue to grow
after they have mastered the basics.

5. Images

Add relevant images to help ELs remember content vocabulary words. While the images contain the
answer, ELs still need to write academic sentences to communicate their understanding.
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